SAINT

OHN

the Evangelist

SUNDAY MASSES
Saturday

4:30 pm

Sunday

8:00, 9:30 & 11:00 am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday
8:30 am, 3:00 - 4:00 pm

DEVOTIONS

Daily - The rosary is prayed after the 7:30 am Mass
Tuesday - St. Anthony - after the 7:30 am Mass
Saturday - Mother of Perpetual Help - after 8:00 am Mass

BAPTISM
Third Sunday at 12:00 pm. The Godparents must be
practicing Catholics. Please make arrangements in advance.

PRE-BAPTISM CLASS
Required for parents with the first child. Please call the
parish office for details and to register.

Parish Office 321-1965
8500 West Cold Spring Road

Greenfield WI 53228

School 321-8540
Hall 321-5940
Gym 321-0079
Pastor

Fr. Dan Volkert

Office of Religious Education
Debbie Melian 321-8922

Director of Liturgy and Music
Karen Schulteis

Principal
Mary Laidlaw-Otto

Parish Council President
Bob Hogan.......ccccoeeecveceeccreene 321-0206

July 18, 2010

Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time




ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST - GREENFIELD

Mass Intentions

Sixteenth
Ordinary
Sunday

MONDAY, JULY 19
(WEEKDAY)
7:30am  tAnna Tisev - Virginia Alldo
TUESDAY, JULY 20
(SAINT APOLLINARIS, BISHOP AND MARTYR)
7:30 am  {Phil DeHaas - Bob & Yvonne Krenz
tDarrold Pries - Wife Joan

WEDNESDAY, JULY 21
(SAINT LAWRENCE OF BRINDISI, PRIEST AND DOCTOR OF
THE CHURCH)
7:30 am  tAnnette Doherty - Family
THURSDAY, JULY 22
(SAINT MARY MAGDALENE)
7:30 am Intention of the Robert Selberg Family

FRIDAY, JULY 23
(SAINT BRIDGET OF SWEDEN, RELIGIOUS)
7:30am  fBernice Mallak - George & Rosemary Heil
For the Success of our Parish Festival

SATURDAY, JULY 24
(BLESSED VIRGIN MARY)

8:00 am  flLorraine & Clarence Wojtecki - Estate
Intention of Ken & Pauline Kling - Family
4:30 pm  tJoan Ament - Doris Krizan

SUNDAY, JULY 25
(SEVENTEENTH ORDINARY SUNDAY)

8:00 am  tJoseph Luzar - Family
For the Members of St. John’s Parish
9:30 am  tRichard Drow - A Friend
11:00 am In Thanksgiving for Prayers Answered

Weekly Readings

July 18, 2010

Monday: Mi 6:1-4, 6-8/Mt 12:38-42
Tuesday: Mi 7:14-15, 18-20/Mt 12:46-50
Wednesday: Jer 1.1, 4-10/Mt 13:1-9

Thursday: Jer 2:1-3,7-8,12-13/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18
Friday: Jer 3:14-17/Mt 13:18-23

Saturday: Jer 7:1-11/Mt 13:24-30

Next Sunday: ~ Gn18:20-32/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13

A Message from Fr. Dan

I just finished reading Fr. Paul Murray’s astonishing little
book on Mother Teresa’s interior life, called I Have Loved Jesus
in the Night. Fr. Murray, a Dominican professor of spiritual
theology at the Angelicum University in Rome, was a close
confidant of the saint of Calcutta. In this brief and eminently
readable text, he has woven together a number of personal
reminiscences with an insightful reading of the famous “dark
night” undergone for nearly sixty years by the woman who,
during her own lifetime, was almost universally acknowledged
as a saint. Fr. Murray states the paradox of Mother Teresa
succinctly: he had never known anyone more radiantly joyful
than this woman, who, in hundreds of private letters and notes,
admitted to an almost unremitting inner darkness, a practically
unrelenting sense of the absence of God.

One may ask, “Maybe Mother was just depressed because of
her difficult work?” 1In the book, Fr. Murray clarified that
Mother Theresa was not a depressive - as the rich accomplishment
of her life and work bears witness - and that the dark night, in
the strict sense, has little to do with emotional melancholy.
Rather, he said, the dark night of the soul is like the shadow
cast by the overwhelming light of the indwelling God.
Especially when he deigns to come close, God floods the
faculties of the mind and the heart so that they are incapable of
processing and understanding in the ordinary sense. The
eye can see objects illuminated by the sun, but it becomes
dysfunctional, even to the point of blindness, when it turns to
gaze at the sun itself. So it is with the soul that has been invaded
by God. Perhaps this is why, Fr. Murray hinted, so many of the
greatest saints report the experience of the dark night.

St. John of the Cross, the Spanish mystic wrote most
extensively about what he called la noche oscura (the dark
night). In the book, Fr. Paul reminds us that St. John saw the
dark night as a cleansing and purifying process, initiated and
directed by God himself. We find ourselves, John of the Cross
taught, in the midst of a good and beautiful world, but we are
meant finally for union with God. Therefore, the soul had to
become free from its attachments to finite things so as to be free
for communion with God. This purification involves, first,
what John called “the night of the senses,” that is to say, the
letting go of physical and sensual pleasures, and it continues
with the “night of the soul,” which is the detachment from the
thoughts, ideas, and mental images that one can use as a substitute
for God. Like all purifications, this one is painful, especially if
one’s attachment to these finite things is intense. It will often
manifest itself, John of the Cross said, as dryness in prayer
and a keen sense of the absence of God, even of God’s active
abandonment. In this process, God is not toying with the soul;
rather, he is performing a kind of surgery upon it, cutting
certain things away that its life might intensify. This aspect of
the dark night, Fr. Paul Murray noted, was present in Mother
Teresa as well.
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